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13 June 2018 
at Friends Meeting House, Mount Street, Manchester  

 

Present 

Anna Turnbull, Wirral 

Annette Nelson, Independent 
Catherine Hartley, Blackburn with Darwen 

Janna Welsby, Bury 
Jasdeep Kaushal, Bradford 

John Fowler, Cheshire East 
Melanie Griffin, Bury 

Natalie Stables, Salford 
Sandra Nield, Independent 

Stephanie Longson, Stockport 
 

Minutes: 
Haroon Asghar, Bury 

 

Apologies 

Alison Crabtree, Tameside 

Claudia Rendo, Salford 
Helen Wharton, Gwynedd 

Izabela Zalewska-Ratajczak, 
Lancashire 

James Orme, Bolton 
Joe Flynn, Independent 

Julie Chorlton, Tameside 

 
1. Welcome, Apologies and 2017 AGM Minutes 

 
Stephanie Longson chaired the meeting in the absence of Joe Flynn who is 

away. The AGM minutes from 2017 and the minutes from the meeting on 18 
April 2018 were seen and approved by members. A correction was pointed out 

that Izabela Zalewska-Ratajczak is from Lancashire Local Authority and not 
Blackburn and Darwen as in the minutes of the meeting on 18 April 2018.   

  
2. Chair’s Report and 3. Finance report 

 

Stephanie Longson mentioned that there is regular activity at NASSEA in terms 
of conferences and regular member meetings which is an indication of 

continuous progress. There is good feedback from the conferences. However, 
there is need for gaining feedback about the member meetings and to find new 

way of having these. NASSEA is looking for suggestions from members to 
ensure more members are involved in the meetings. 

 
National Conference 2017 was mentioned. The delegate participation for this 

was not high enough and NASSEA did not break even for this event as a result.  
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International New Arrivals (INA) Conference 2018 was talked about and 

Stephanie asked the members to promote is further in their local authorities. 

Melanie Griffin talked about the presenters and the workshops taking place at 
the INA Conference 2018. 

 
Melanie Griffin mentioned about the continuous progress of the Bilingualism in 

Education Course and that she has had interest from new students wishing to 
join the programme. Natalie Stables asked about the new fees and was told 

that for home/EU students the fee is £2420 and for overseas students the fee 
is £5040 for this year. Stephanie Longson again requested the members to 

promote this course in their team and schools in their local authorities. 
 

Stephanie Longson thanked all the members, present and non-present at the 
meeting, for their hard work and support to NASSEA.             

 
4. NASSEA EAL Assessment Framework and Tracker 

 

Stephanie Longson talked about the ‘Train the Trainer’ training held at Bury on 
23 May 2018 and mentioned that no one should deliver the training on the 

framework and the tracker within their local authority until they have been to 
this training and are certified.  

 
John Fowler mentioned about the SEN inspections that are taking place at 

Cheshire EAST and the EAL Specialism in the area as well. Melanie Griffin also 
talked about the SEN inspections taking place at Bury. 

 
There is a new short Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) version of the EAL 

Assessment Framework that is being produced to be sold on the NASSEA 
website. This specifically targets the EYFS issues. 

 
Haroon Asghar gave feedback that the Target Tracker CD is available to 

purchase online and is selling well along with the steady sales of the EAL 

Assessment Framework.         
 

5. NASSEA Website 
 

It was agreed that the website looks much better and is easy to navigate. 
However, NASSEA is looking for more feedback/suggestions from members 

about it. Annette Nelson and Sandra Nield asked about the possibility of having 
a chatroom for the members. Haroon Asghar to ask the NASSEA web designer 

about the possibility of this.       
 

6. Conferences and Training report 
 

It was decided to have the National Conference every two years from now on 
and to look into different ways of organising this. John Fowler mentioned about 

the possibility of holding this on a weekend. Annette Nelson talked about the 

possibility of having different venues up and down the country to hold this. 
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Sandra Nield talked about the costs of running it over the weekend and that 

people may not be willing to volunteer if this was the case.    

 
 

Natalie Stables mentioned that the turnout at the NATT Conference 2018 was 
also low. She also mentioned that perhaps there is a need to find new ways of 

pitching. 
 

Stephanie Longson requested that members send information about which 
workshop their team has expertise in and can deliver to NASSEA for future 

event planning.      
 

7. Priorities for the academic year 2018-2019 
 

Stephanie Longson affirmed that the main priority for NASSEA is to continue to 
keep adding value in every aspect of its products/services. In addition, the 

following are also priorities: 

 
 Continue to provide a supporting network; 

 Continue to provide and deliver more CPD through accredited courses 
and events; 

 Find and share best practices, new ideas and reflect on these; 
 Continue in growing and becoming a familiar and reliable brand. 

         
8. Member update 

 
Stockport 

There is a consultation of schools taking place for the EAL tracker. 
 

Salford 
Due to de-delegation some schools are not now buying back. 

 

Wirral 
Avril McCarthy is retiring and so there will be a change of head of service. The 

service currently has eight part time members of staff.   
 

Bury 
Maintained primary schools have a de-delegated model. Secondaries and 

academies are traded. Some are buying back while others are not. 
 

Blackburn 
The service is closing down due to redundancies.    

 
9. Meetings in the academic year 2018-2019  

 
The members further discussed the meetings and agreed that they provide a 

way of networking and that the short CPD sessions through them should 

continue. In addition, there is agreement on having three meetings 
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(November, February and June) and that daytime was the best for holding 

these. 

 
As mentioned before, Stephanie Longson has requested members to inform 

NASSEA about how their participation can be increased at the meetings. She 
would like to know what CPD at the meetings the members would like to have 

and the different ways the CPD can be delivered. In addition, information from 
members about what expertise they have in a particular area is needed. There 

is discussion on the possibility of a questionnaire being sent to members to 
find out this information.   

 
Information about the dates and times of the meetings in the next academic 

year have not yet been finalised. These will be posted on the NASSEA website 
once finalised. 


