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18 April 2018 

at Friends Meeting House, Mount Street, Manchester  
 

Present 
Joe Flynn, Independent 

Sandra Nield, Independent 
Annette Nelson, Independent 

Stephanie Longson, Stockport 
Natalie Stables, Salford 

Erica Field, Rochdale 
Lauren Fielden, Rochdale 

Jenny Christopher, Oldham 
Izabela Ratzak, Blackburn with 

Darwen 

 

Apologies 
Catherine Hartley, Blackburn with 

Darwen 
Jasdeep Kaushal, Bradford 

Melanie Griffin, Bury 
Janna Welsby, Bury  

John Fowler, Cheshire East 
Helen Wharton, Gwynedd 

Claudia Rendo, Salford 
Mel Manley, Stockton-on-Tees 

Alison Crabtree, Tameside 

Janice Upton, Wakefield 
Anna Turnbull, Wirral 

Avril McCarthy, Wirral 
Geraldine Falherty, Salford 

Shafqat Sultan, Doncaster 
Antoinette van Ommen, Cheshire 

West and Chester 

 

 
Previous Minutes 

 
 

Lauren Fielden pointed out that the following paragraphs from the previous 
meeting about ‘member update’ belonged to Rochdale and not Manchester. 

 

Developing a tracker working with a teacher for “Cared For” pupils, to produce 
an attainment tracker targeting LAC and GRT pupils in Reading/Writing/ Maths 

which will enable tracking to identify gaps.  
 

There is a high percentage of LAC. GRT groups are Czech/Roma/Slovak and 
Irish Heritage traveller. 

  

 

MEMBERS MEETING 
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Welcome, Apologies, Minutes 

 

 
Joe Flynn welcomed everyone to the meeting, mentioned the apologies and 

briefly went through the minutes of the last meeting to check if anything 
needed amending. Haroon Asghar, Office Manager at CLAS, Bury was 

welcomed to the meeting. Carol Arling has now retired so Haroon will be 
attending the meetings in the future to take the minutes. 

 
Reports and Updates 

 
 

Joe talked about the finances and stated that they are looking good after the 
brief given by Melanie Griffin who was in the Officers meeting in the morning. 

Unfortunately, she could not attend the members meeting today due to other 
work commitments. 

 

The sale of the NASSEA resources including the NASSEA tracker is going well. 
We are selling resources not just at national level but have orders coming from 

China and Dubai etc. 
 

International New Arrivals Conference is due to be held on Friday 29th June 
2018. Lynne Edwards of CLAS, Bury is organising this event. 

  
NWEMA Hub training ‘Interactive Technologies for EAL will be held on 13 July 

2018 as is being organised by Janna Welsby of CLAS, Bury. 
 

Presentation of Natalie Stables on Improving Outcomes of Gypsy Roma 
Traveller Communities 

 
 

Natalie talked about the Race Disparity Audit (October 2017) which grew out of 

the Prime Minister’s commitment to make Britain ‘a country that works for 
everyone’. The RDA gathers together government data on how ethnicities 

engage with public services across all departments on the first of its kind 
‘Ethnicity Facts and Figures’ website. Data covers education, employment, 

health, housing, criminal justice, transport and the Civil Service. Launching the 
website in October 2017 the Prime Minister challenged society and government 

to “explain or change” disparities in how people from different backgrounds are 
treated. The website is https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/.   

 
The data is summarised as: 

  

https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/
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Absence rates Attainment 
Exclusions (small population–
treat figures cautiously) 

% of school missed in state 
funded schools in England 
2015/16 
Irish Traveller: 17.9% 
Gypsy/Roma: 12.7% 
All pupils: 4.6% 

Early Learning: Achievement of 
expected standard in Early 
Learning Goals 2015 
Irish Traveller: 37% 
Gypsy/Roma: 23% 
All pupils: 64% 

Permanent exclusions rate 
2015-16 
Irish Traveller: 0.49 
Gypsy/Roma: 0.33 
All pupils: 0.08 

Persistent absence rates  
2015/16 
Irish Traveller:  63.2% 
Gypsy/Roma: 48% 
All pupils:  10.5% 

Key stage 2: Achievement of 
expected standard in reading, 
writing & maths 2015-16 
Irish Traveller: 19% 
Gypsy/Roma: 13% 
All pupils: 53%.  

Fixed period exclusions rate 
2015-16 
Irish Traveller: 18.03 
Gypsy/Roma: 22.15 
National average: 4.29 

Unauthorised absence rates in 
state funded schools in England 
2015/16 
Irish Traveller :  8.2% 
Gypsy/Roma: 6.2% 
All pupils: 1.1% 

Key stage 4: attainment of A*-C 
grade GCSEs in English and 
maths 2015-16 
Gypsy/Roma: 10.3% 
Irish Traveller : 21.3% 
All pupils: 63% 

Destinations 
Data from 2013/14 year 11 cohort 
shows that 6 out of 10 GRT pupils 
stayed in education for two terms 
after key stage 4. 

 

Annette raised the point that the real issue is the description. Joe asked Natalie 
whether the Academies, free schools and the LA schools all contributed to this 

data collection and Natalie responded that they all do. 
  

Natalie then explained about the response to the RDA which is to: 
 

01) Gather best practice and engage with Local Authority GRT leads. 11 
Local Authority GRT leads were contacted who were seen to be 

undertaking positive work for GRT communities to explore creative 
approaches to address barriers to education. Unfortunately, in Salford, 

Natalie mentioned that there is no funding for GRT. 

02) Gather the voice of community representatives through an education 
focused stakeholder group. This is to identify and disseminate best 

practice and have better understanding of complex barriers to 
attainment, attendance and self-ascription. 

03) Launch an externally led review of exclusions to find out why particular 
groups are over-represented in the exclusions figured. The review will 

look into GRT pupils as a group with high rates of exclusions and will 
seek the expertise of GRT stakeholders. 

04) A cross-government approach and pilot programme. Fund to improve 
the outcomes of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities through which 

we will pilot six projects in the areas of educational attainment, health 
and social integration to improve outcomes for Gypsy, Roma and 

Traveller communities. 
 

NATT+ conference is on Friday 15th June 2018 at Aston Conference Centre 

“Raising Standards and Ensuring Inclusion for Gypsy Roma and Traveller 
Children”. 

 
NATT+ Gypsy Roma Traveller History Month competition is also being held. 

Details on the attached flier. Closing date is 7th July 2018. 
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Unfortunately, NATT+ is due to close on 31st October 2018 due to lack of 

funds to run a national network and lack of people willing to join the executive 
committee. However, the local and regional networking is to continue.   

 
Membership 2018-2019 

 
 

Joe asked for an update from Haroon as to the membership orders he has 
received from the members. Majority of members have renewed their 

membership but a reminder is needed to be sent out to the members who 
have still not renewed. 

 
Joe asked the members about the future of the meeting. He would like more 

feedback from the members about what/when and how the meetings should be 
held and organised. Joe mentioned the possibility of a questionnaire being sent 

out to the members in this regards. 

 
Member update 

 
 

Lancashire 
Izabela mentioned that the car park problems at their premises impacts on the 

training they are able to provide. She mentioned that there are new arrival 
families, especially from Syria, arriving in the Lancaster region. 

 
Rochdale 

Lauren mentioned about using the KS1/KS2 local authority child assessment 
tracker for collecting the data on early years. They are creating an animated 

software called ‘buddy book’. 
 

Salford 

Natalie talked about the accreditation of ‘new arrival ambassador’ and ‘school 
of sanctuary’ and mentioned that some of the schools are doing this. However, 

sadly, the service has lost one of the big schools which is not buying back. 
 

Oldham 
Jenny Christopher has been offered voluntary redundancy and has accepted it. 

There are new arrivals in the east and west Oldham. 
 

Stockport 
Stephanie mentioned about an advisory package for the primary and 

secondary schools. Most Secondary schools are traded. She also talked about 
the possibility of providing training outside the authority on cultural talks etc. 

She also mentioned about interpreting units within hospitals. 
 

Next meeting is the AGM on Wednesday 13th June 2018 at the Friends 

Meeting House, Manchester. 


