
Language, Literacy  

      and Learning 

There are NASSEA Professional Learning Leaders in International 

Schools in several countries. These colleagues are EAL specialists 

who have successfully completed the NASSEA Language, Literacy 

and Learning Professional Learning Leaders‘ course and can now lead 

the Teacher Development course for colleagues in their own schools. 

Since the first PLL course in Guangzhou in 2018, Professional             

Learning Leaders have delivered the course in their own schools, 

supporting colleagues to implement it to meet the needs of their own 

students and making the course part of whole school development. 

Professional Learning Leader, Shaila Samtani, leads a group of colleagues through the Language, Literacy and 
Learning course at Stamford American School, Hong Kong. 

The 2024 cohort at Stamford American School, Hong Kong,           
receiving their certificates and celebrating their achievements on 
the Language, Literacy and Learning course. 

I am using the strategies 

taught in the course            

frequently in my class             

activities. I have loads of new 

ideas to try! 

Participants’ comments 

I like the teaching and 

learning material and  

specially the reading. It's 

all research based. Love it. 



Overall, the NASSEA course offers a rich, engaging, and practical learning experience that              

empowers educators to make a significant difference in the lives of their students. The               

combination of expert facilitation, collaborative learning, and evidence-based strategies makes 

this course a must for anyone looking to enhance their ability to support second language 

learners. It is an outstanding resource that I would highly recommend to all educators. 

The NASSEA course is an exceptional professional development        

opportunity that provides a comprehensive and well-structured 

framework for supporting second language learners. One of the   

standout features of the course is the collaborative process it           

promotes. The sessions create a supportive environment where       

participants can engage in meaningful discussions, share                          

experiences, and work together to develop strategies that are               

immediately applicable in the classroom. This collaborative                 

approach not only enriches the learning experience but also            

fosters a sense of community among educators. 

The key content provided in the course is invaluable for educators working with 

multilingual learners. Topics such as scaffolding language and learning are                 

explored in depth, offering practical strategies to support learners in accessing 

and building upon prior knowledge. The emphasis on understanding the context 

of culture and the context of situation is particularly impactful, helping                      

educators to create culturally responsive and meaningful learning experiences 

that resonate with their students. 

The course also brilliantly highlights the need for authentic language practice by 

encouraging educators to design activities that reflect real-world communication. 

This focus ensures that students are not only learning language but also              

developing the skills to use it effectively in a variety of contexts. Additionally, the 

course delves into the three-dimensionality of literacy, emphasizing the                            

importance of integrating spoken, written, and visual literacy to support                         

comprehensive language development. 

One of the most practical and insightful aspects of the course is its focus on text             

deconstruction and reconstruction. Participants are guided through techniques to 

break down complex texts into manageable parts, helping students understand               

language patterns and structures. This approach is particularly beneficial in                     

supporting learners as they transition from spoken to written literacy. The                 

benefits of reading procedures are also explored, providing educators with a                   

range of strategies to develop reading fluency and comprehension. 

Participants’ comments 

The course does an excellent job of identifying the challenges that L2 learners face, 

such as  navigating unfamiliar vocabulary, grammar, and cultural references. By              

addressing these challenges head-on, the course equips educators with the tools 

to provide targeted support. The value of a scaffolded approach is emphasized 

throughout, particularly when moving from spoken to written literacy. This step-by

-step process ensures that learners build confidence and skills incrementally, leading to greater success in their 

language development journey. 



 

 I have developed a deeper             

understanding of English        

language and literacy learning, 

which helps me to foster                       

language learning in daily    

teaching.  

This is a great class which taught 

me many practical teaching 

strategies to help my students 

improve their English skills in 

term of reading and writing. The 

class is engaging and active.  

Participants’ comments 

Tony Qureshi, NASSEA Professional Learning Leader at Dulwich College, Suzhou, guides colleagues 
through the Language, Literacy and Learning course from exploring introductory themes to       
presenting their classroom practice and findings from across the curriculum in the final session of 
the course. 



Nexus International School Malaysia’s Professional Learning Leader, Marianne Dark, 

developed discussion, reflection, and practical application in context through the 

Language, Literacy and Learning course.  

Research based quality content, that was informative 

and practical. Often content is things I've seen or 

heard before, but this was not the case with this 

course. Also liked that there was information from 

outside of the UK, however I would have liked to see 

more global perspectives. 

This course has encouraged               

reflective practice, urging me 

to evaluate my own language 

and literacy skills and identify 

areas for improvement.       

Reflecting on my own           

language abilities and           

experiences have helped me 

gain self-awareness and      

become a more effective   

communicator and language 

teacher.  

This was a superb course that has genuinely made a 

difference at classroom level. I am so thrilled I am      

actively looking to continue this type of PD in some way 

next year. Thank you for running this course so well.  

Highlights of the course 

Developing my own ideas and strategies 

through the course presentation and 

feedback from fellow learners. 

The first few readings were highly impactful in my 

opinion as they led me to consider different aspects 

of an EAL learner's needs, as well as the last couple 

of sessions with different strategies to scaffold and 

maximise the use of some resources to better    

teaching and learning, and develop learners' skills, 

beyond just the EAL ones. I found it particularly                  

valuable for my KS5 classes. 

Looking at strategies to support read-

ing and writing, as well as how being 

bilingual can support the educational 

journey were very interesting. I am  

also particularly  interested in                          

disciplinary literacy. 
Honestly, nothing. The improvement could be 

in terms of where this now leads. Consider   

running a part 2, or perhaps a working part on 

trialling the full bank of strategies.  

What needs improving? 

Participants’ comments 


