Wardle Academy is a successful 11-16 school with a strong tradition at GCSE. The school is located in
a semi-rural setting, serving the Pennine Communities.

Over the past 3 years, there has been an influx of children arriving into the Academy from a variety
of different countries, such as Syria, Nepal, Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Spain, Poland and Portugal, to
name but a few.
As these children arrived, Graham Wright, Head Teacher at the time, saw the need to appoint an EAL
Co-Ordinator to assist and support these international new arrivals within school.
That was the time that my work with these children began. Since then, with the encouragement of
the current head teacher, Carole Fisher, I have built my own department, which is now flourishing.
The LA have recently visited the school and urged me to apply for a School of Sanctuary, as they feel
the provision that is provided within the Academy for our International New Arrivals, Refugees and
Asylum Seekers is second to none!
All children arriving to Wardle Academy are initially given an admission meeting, where a translator
is provided and the entire family are given a warm welcome. Children are given a start date and I
meet them on their very first day and take them around the school. A full assessment of their
individual requirements are made and a timetable tailored to their personal needs.
For example – a non-speaking Year 10 student, who has had no previous education in their own
language, benefits from staying in the EAL room for several weeks, to enable me to teach the basics
of English and to teach them how to read and write and communicate. This really prepares them for
when they join the classroom environment. They feel ready to experience the next challenge when
they feel more comfortable with speaking in English. However, the sessions that the students have
with me depends upon their varying needs. Some students are allocated one hour each week, in
which they are given a scheme of work, which I follow with them. We have weekly spelling tests and
monitor their reading age and re-visit and pre-teach work that is currently going on within their
lessons. This supports and reinforces their learning. Others require far more intervention and ongoing support.

Although my room is a room where learning takes place, there is also so much more that happens
here! Primarily, Children feel safe here, it’s a room where they meet with children from similar
backgrounds, a room where they can express themselves through creative craft experiences and
where they can off-load their troubles and worries. We even have a qualified stress councillor, who
comes in every Friday to council the most troubled of our children, who have suffered PTSD.
The room is a constant hive of activity, filled with fun and laughter, though sadly there are often
tears. But tears that need to be shed, to overcome the atrocities that some of these poor children
have witnessed.

.

You can see here that we are all a community.
We help one another.

In December of last year, my group and I decided that we wanted to do something to raise money
for the children that have sadly been left behind in Syria.
We organised a chocolate Tombola and all the students busied themselves, selling raffle tickets.
They were all thrilled to be a part of this and we raised £148.50, which was sent to Save the
Children.

All students were extremely proud of their contribution and it was from that that followed some
very inspirational times.
In January, the students delivered a school assembly, talking about Diversity and Acceptance. The
Assembly highlighted that we may all look different – but we are all the same inside. The Assembly
was appreciated by the whole school and highlighted our very special EAL students.
With such influx of students, I decided to appoint 7 EAL Ambassadors, to assist me in the induction
of new to English students and also to be a general support around school if they needed any
assistance. Badges were proudly given to these 7 students by Carol Fisher, the Head teacher and I
am pleased to say that the profile of these students has now become significant around school.

From this point, I became totally immersed in my role and was approached to join a pilot project for
the Health Authority, in which they sought a group of refugees and a group of students from the
organisation MIND to attend 9 workshops in the evening, where the children would be able to tell
the story of their lives through various mediums. Poets and singers, Cartoonists, Rap Artists, Actors
and Technologists were on hand to support all our students in expressing their own personal story
through their preferred genre.
The climax to this was my student’s performance to a packed audience at Middleton Arena. They
stood on the stage and confidently spoke or sang about their journey over their short lives.
Many of the audience were touched by these brave children and the Head Teacher, Carole Fisher
and Assistant Head teacher, Neil Kirkham, were there to support and promote the Academy’s
complete and utter acceptance of these very brave and very special young people.

The student’s made it into the local newspaper and were thrilled with how confident they have
become over the past few months. Their families were so proud of them, as was everyone there.
There wasn’t a dry eye in the room!

Since this performance, we were invited to perform at the Town Hall on International Refugee Day.
The students performed their stories once more and we were assisted in singing our song, I’ll try if
you try, by a very talented singer, Rebecca Whitehead, who composed the song after hearing the
children’s stories. I have been approached by various schools, asking if I will join forces with them in
the next academic year to promote awareness and to involve my students further. I look forward to
being involved further in making a difference in the lives of these young people.

Wardle Academy is a school that I have proudly worked in for 21 years now. The Academy is a very
special school to work at. I continue to be motivated and inspired by these brave and talented young
people and on behalf of Carole Fisher and the Governors of the school and myself, we would be
honoured and privileged to become an accredited school of Sanctuary.

